
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 8 August 2001] 

 p2170a-2175a 
Hon Paddy Embry 

 [1] 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 7 August after the following amendment had been moved by Hon George Cash - 

That the following words be added to the motion - 

but regret to inform Your Excellency that the Government has failed to adequately address a 
number of serious issues affecting Western Australia 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.39 pm]:  I want to raise a number of issues tonight.  There are so many 
of grave concern it is difficult with my limited experience in this Chamber to decide which issues to speak about 
today and which to put off to another opportunity.  The new Government was elected almost exactly six months 
ago.  The Government made election promises before that; some promises were made several months before.   

Hon Peter Foss raised recently the crisis that so many families and communities are living with in the south west 
timber region.  Strong concern is expressed by the industry that quotas will be so small that as time passes, so 
many millers, both large and small, will drop by the wayside; in other words, too many players will be sharing 
too small a total volume.  I cannot urge the Government strongly enough to make up its mind on the distribution 
of quotas.  Businesses and people can then begin to plan and get on with their lives.   

I have recently returned from two days in Manjimup, Pemberton and Deanmill.  I had meetings with the shire 
council, the chamber of commerce, Sotico Pty Ltd millers, small timber millers, contractors, shopkeepers and 
retired people.  These good citizens are in severe distress.  To a great extent, the prime reason for that, which was 
enunciated so clearly and correctly by Hon Peter Foss, is that they are faced with uncertainty.  The reduction in 
the number of jobs in the forest not only affects those who work directly within the industry, but also reduces the 
number of people working in the mills.  That reduces the number of workers in the highly skilled area of value 
adding.  The reduction in wages will snowball, and is snowballing, throughout and will, in time, reduce the town 
of Manjimup to a shell.  This will then flow on to surrounding communities that rely on the Manjimup centre for 
many services, including education, medical services and so on.   

The Government’s decision to wind down the timber industry was made to satisfy city voters.  It is an example 
of why one vote, one value would act against the interests of country people.  I am quite sure that very few 
people are aware of the tremendous value adding that takes place not only in the large Sotico enterprises but also 
in many of the smaller mills, which are sometimes staffed by only a few workers.  There really is very little 
wastage.  Some of the small mills are combining and sending their lowest grade product to larger centres for 
chipping, which ends up as ground cover, as mentioned by Hon Peter Foss this evening.  It ends up as ground 
cover in projects such as the embankments along the freeway developments in the metropolitan area - areas of 
sandy embankment that would surely blow away and erode badly without that cover.  These people, our fellow 
Western Australians, are faced with uncertainty because the Government has not announced the break-up and 
allocation of timber quotas.   

Many of the small timber millers have built and are using their own kilns.  One small mill that I was privileged 
to be shown was almost entirely self-contained.  The kiln was fired with waste products, including sawdust and 
bark.  The owner is currently working on a steam engine, and it, too, will be fuelled by the bits and pieces that 
might otherwise have been burnt in the huge waste mounds we used to see.  We used to see the slow 
smouldering heaps that were potentially a fire hazard.  This mill is self-contained in almost every way.  It 
sharpens its own saws and puts the tips on them, and it does a tremendous amount of value adding in many small 
ways.  Once completed, this steam engine will regenerate almost the total electricity requirement for the mill.  
The mill has the largest diameter saw blade and the longest track bed of any around, enabling it to handle the 
largest of logs in the State.  That enables it to cut, for example, slabs for tabletops that do not require joining in 
the middle, so that the table can be crafted from the one piece of wood.  It is the only mill in the State that can do 
this.  It also can safely process the largest diameter logs, something other mills cannot do.  Sadly, their inability 
to do so results in some of those logs being wasted.  This miller has pioneered the technology to process and 
value add the marri, or red gum as it is so often referred to.  This mill has already had to sack some employees, 
and it employs others on a half-day basis.  This miller, as do so many, needs to know what his quota will be, so 
he can plan for the future of his business and his family and so he can advise and help his remaining staff, who 
are also in a terrible state of distress.  Is the Government planning to fully compensate businesses for their capital 
investment?  The situation is made so much worse because, in the majority of small mills, the employees are 
long term and many are close friends with the owners.  They went to school together, grew up together and 
played sport together, and together they have shared the highs and lows of life.   

Western Australia is running the grave risk - in fact it is inevitable - that if the nonsense of winding down the 
timber industry continues for too long, we will lose this hard-earned expertise and investment.  These people are 
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highly skilled and have shown tremendous initiative over the years.  Many small millers have designed and built 
a lot of the equipment they use.  Australia developed, built up and thrived on people’s initiative and drive to have 
a go.  For Western Australia to prosper, we must foster and encourage those same qualities.   

I have a proposal that would be both easy and cheap to implement.  I take this opportunity to recommend that the 
Government take a very close look at it and act in a positive and immediate way.  A trial of goldfields timber 
should be undertaken in Manjimup.  Some six species should prove invaluable.  They are hard and dense 
timbers, and most are suitable for cabinet-making and speciality flooring.  One is also most suitable for the 
crafting of musical instruments.  My proposal is that a trial of at least 1 000 tonnes be trucked to Manjimup so 
that the expertise in drying, preparing and sawing in the south west can be utilised and taken advantage of.  The 
royalty on these timbers is about $30 a cubic metre.  If the Government were prepared to forgo its royalties, it 
could subsidise the freight.  In addition to being a worthwhile trial, it would give a ray of hope and 
encouragement to those who have been severely disadvantaged in the south west.  In fact, the Government would 
gain brownie points from the exercise.  I have spoken to a timber miller who would be only too happy to become 
involved in such a trial.   

To gain votes in the city, the Labor Party, to all intents and purposes, decided to shut down the one self-
sustaining major industry in Western Australia.  Make no mistake, the timber industry was self-sustaining and 
basically very well managed.  This decision was taken against the best scientific resource advice available.  
Labor’s decision was taken for political reasons only.  These are very grave concerns.  Labor’s unofficial 
coalition with the Greens (WA) ensured this disastrous decision.  This decision is bad for the economy, it is bad 
for Western Australia and it is bad for blue-collar workers, the very people Labor pretends to represent.   

The most recognised academic green in Western Australia is probably a lady named Paddy Weaver.  She told me 
that her left-wing friends in the Greens will not accept the decision, and will not heed the fact that if the karri 
forest is not occasionally clear-felled, it cannot survive.  “Clear-felling” is the term used in the industry.  It does 
not mean, as so many people think, that every single tree is cut down.  It has never meant that, and it never will.  
It means removing a sufficient number of trees, in particular removing the top growth, to enable adequate 
sunlight to get into the forest and foster new growth.   

According to Paddy Weaver, there are three main methods of clear-felling; that is, by bulldozer, chainsaw or a 
horrifically hot fire of the type that these forests experienced before white settlement.  Those fires occur by 
lightning strikes in thunderstorms.  On the most terribly hot days the bushfires get out of control.  That occurred 
in the middle of the 1950s in Dwellingup, and it may have been seen or remembered by one or two older 
members of this Chamber.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  I remember it well.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Paddy Weaver also told me that, from an environmental point of view, younger trees 
are far more effective than the older trees for both salt and carbon conversion.  The alliance between the 
Government and the Greens is at least unholy.  A number of people believe that the Communist Party in 
Australia has been replaced by the Greens - not necessarily the people who vote green, but the people who run 
the party.  The Greens’ lack of interest in jobs and humans is amazing.   

Before the election, the Government promised to provide adequate financial support to the timber communities.  
It promised jobs for most of the workers, yet it has not provided them.  The Government has misled and, in some 
ways, cheated its way into office.  It pandered to the city voter to the detriment of those who live elsewhere.  
Many city folk have never once seen the forests, yet they march and protest from a position of gross ignorance.  
A responsible party would have done its homework months before the election on how it would implement its 
policies and how it would form a responsible policy in the first place.   

The Government has fulfilled only half its promise.  It has stopped most of the logging, but it has failed in the 
second half of its promise to adequately provide for the workers.  It is no wonder that when country people see 
the Government pander to the metropolitan voters and they observe the complete absence of any thought for 
country people, they mistrust the so-called one vote, one value.  It is one vote for the city, and no value for the 
country.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  No vote, no value for the country.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is even better put.  In Manjimup at the height of the debate, at least two 
schoolteachers in the classroom referred to timber fallers as evil men.  The fathers of some of the children in 
those classrooms were timber fallers.  I have grave concerns about politics that debase young children and are 
encouraged and fostered by the Labor Party.  Surely schoolteachers have no right to push their own political 
agendas in such an evil fashion.   
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The Government must act now to repair some of the damage it has inflicted.  I ask members to please remember 
that we are talking not about numbers on a page, but about our fellow human beings.  Let us please give these 
people some hope for the present and a good hope for the future.  The Government will lose more credibility if it 
continues to be led by the nose by the Greens.   

In my maiden speech I referred to some of the problems country parents have with the adequacy of opportunities 
for their children to access secondary and tertiary education.  The Government must act on this matter if it wants 
country people to have any confidence in it.  I have read nothing in the Press and I have heard nothing in this 
Chamber that gives me any confidence that either the State or federal Government has listened.  The State 
Government must apply real pressure on the federal Government on this matter.  It is, after all, an election year.  
Is there a better time to do it?  If the Labor Government wants credibility in the bush, it must do something for 
the people who live in the bush.  We are talking about human beings and about their children’s future.   

The Government’s electoral strength is primarily in the city.  If it wishes to increase its country vote, it must 
listen to those of us who come from the country.  It must not only listen, but also act in a way that proves it cares 
about the electoral minority who live in the bush.  One vote, one value removes any care for the electoral 
minority.  The Government must break down the distrust that its policy of one vote, one value engenders.   

Surely, in its saner moments, the Government could not possibly believe that, because people voted against the 
arrogant and terrible way in which the previous Government acted, it was giving the Labor Party carte blanche 
for all its policies.  It is nonsense to say that the Government has a mandate to do all these ridiculous things.  The 
Government has a mandate to govern responsibly for all Australians, not just those who live in the metropolitan 
area.  I plead with the Government of Western Australia to do something to inspire some confidence within the 
public arena.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I will remind members of what I was saying shortly before I enjoyed the excellent 
carvery during the dinner suspension.  I am concerned that the carvery is doing dreadful things to my waistline.  
However, being a person with immeasurable willpower but very little won’t power, I fear that that will continue.  
I had pleaded with the Government of this State to actively do something to inspire confidence in the public 
arena.  Now that six months have passed, it is time for the rhetoric to stop and for a bit more action. 

I have said a little about forestry.  It is a huge topic and I have barely scratched the surface.  As a country person, 
a bit of talk around the traps that worries me immeasurably is about the proposed changes to road trains.  If the 
Government was aware of the significant value of road trains, it would realise that an increase in freight charges 
will affect those good people who live in the city as well as those of us who live outside the city.  Country people 
are under a huge threat from the increased freight charges that will follow if the use of road trains is restricted.  
The more conservative carriers have told me that the increase will be at least 33 per cent.  

Road trains operate in the country, and most country drivers are used to them; road trains are not a problem for 
them.  As country drivers grow up, I guess they drive at higher speeds.  Most country drivers are used to sharing 
the roads with road trains or other large truck combinations.  Truck drivers are highly skilled operators.  They are 
courteous on the road.  Many years ago I had one unpleasant experience.  At that time I was a lot younger, and 
was probably not as cautious as I am now.  In that instance, I could not see the road ahead very well.  However, 
the truck driver waved me on.  When I drew level with the cab of the truck, I could see a little better, and I saw 
that a car was coming over the other side of the hill.  The chappie in the truck looked at me, laughed, and gave 
me a rather vulgar sign out of the window.  However, that has been my only unpleasant experience with truck 
drivers, and that person’s behaviour was surely not a true reflection of the courteousness and skill of truck 
drivers. 

One seldom hears of road accidents involving road trains.  That is proof of the skill of those drivers.  As a 
country member, if I stick to the legal speed limit, it takes me about six hours to drive to Perth from my home.  
Of course, I am a totally law-abiding citizen. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  That drive is magic, isn’t it? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It is delightful; that is right.  If city drivers have a problem sharing country roads with 
larger vehicles, maybe they should attend a suitable course and learn how to drive in the country.  I do not mean 
that as a joke.  Of course, it would be unpopular politically.  However, very often country people see city drivers 
who are on holidays.  Their car is towing a caravan, and they are usually followed closely by another car pulling 
a caravan.  Presumably the people in those two cars are friends.  However, one sees this on gravel roads.  The 
second vehicle is well and truly in the dust of the preceding vehicle.  Any driver with any experience of country 
gravel roads knows the absolute stupidity of that practice.  Apart from the vision of the drivers in those two 
vehicles being restricted, the driver of a vehicle coming in the opposite direction cannot see the vehicle 
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following the first vehicle.  Are those people scared of getting lost, or are they just plain ignorant?  On the other 
hand, a country person knows that it takes at least a minute or two for the dust to settle, even in the windy area in 
which I live.  Therefore, they know that it is more advisable to hang back.  With a bend in the road or whatever, 
a country driver can tell by the dust trail where his friends in the vehicle in front of him are.   

To even the score, a number of country drivers seldom visit the city and are naturally a bit hesitant about and 
unfamiliar with driving in the city, particularly at the rush hour - perhaps I could describe it as the hell hour.  
Many people from the country time their arrival in or departure from the city so that they will avoid this hell 
hour.  Perhaps some of them need a bit of coaching when driving in city traffic.  I would hate that to be reported 
in the bush, but no doubt it will be.   

If road trains are discouraged or not allowed on certain country roads, the number of trucks required to move 
freight from A to B will increase dramatically.  This will lead to more congestion and more frustration.  These 
factors lead to accidents.  By all means restrict the use of road trains in the city, but do not bring such stupid 
legislation into the country regions. 

The proposal to reduce the speed limit on the open road from 110 kilometres an hour will also frustrate many a 
country driver.  I know from my city driving that I too get impatient with the country driver who will not merge 
his vehicle into the traffic.  More aggressive driving is necessary in the city.  In the country, because vehicles are 
travelling at least at 110 kilometres an hour, the situation is that another car seen overtaking on the horizon must 
be let into the traffic.  This is one really dangerous thing that happens with city drivers in the country.  Their 
vehicles are driven in front of large trucks and other vehicles, because the city person is used to vehicles moving 
at 60 kilometres an hour or less.  Quite often when I drive to my business town, which is 100 kilometres away 
from where I live, I might see only half a dozen vehicles until I reach the outskirts of town, say the last 15 
kilometres or so.  Often after a night meeting I do not see a single vehicle after leaving the outskirts of the town.  
It is an absolute nonsense to think of bringing the speed limit down to below 110 kilometres an hour.  It would 
be far more sensible in practice to increase it.  Consultation needs to take place with country people as well as 
city people.  Following consultation with country people, legislation needs to be introduced that shows the value 
the Government places on consultation with country people.  Country people know what is best for them.  
Surprise, surprise!  If the Government wants to place a real value on the minority of people who live outside the 
metropolitan area, it will take notice of the things they want.  Mr President, you represent a semi-rural region, 
and you would be far more aware than most of your colleagues of the problems of country people.  Areas outside 
the metropolitan area generate almost all of the export income required to produce the standard of living that we 
all enjoy.  There is no sound argument for the modern car, on a good wide country road, being restricted to 110 
kilometres an hour.  Based on my own experience of many years of driving, I believe that the prime cause of 
accidents in the country is tiredness, although for some people, alcohol and lack of experience prove fatal.  
Supporting my belief in tiredness being the prime reason for accidents is the fact that so many country fatalities 
involve only the driver.  Many fatal accidents in the country do not involve a second vehicle, and I believe the 
statistics show that the driver was the sole occupant of the car.   

I will briefly raise the subject of the proposed Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline.  The proposed charges 
for gas to the consumer are quite unjust, and present another example of the Government’s failure to treat 
country people in the same fashion as their city cousins.  If the Government legislates to bring in one vote, one 
value, surely it must have the responsibility of ensuring that the price for gas to the consumer is the same in the 
country as it is in the city.  The proposed price is $1 a kilojoule in Perth, $1.08 south of Rockingham, and $1.27 
to Bunbury - and God knows what it would be in Albany, should the pipeline ever be extended.  Because the 
price will increase by 67 per cent of the consumer price index, the price difference in the south west will increase 
dramatically as time passes.  Epic Energy believes new customers will start off paying approximately $1.33 a 
kilojoule.  Proceeding with the proposed one vote, one value legislation places a responsibility on the 
Government to make sure that things are equal in the country.  This is not one vote, one value; it is without doubt 
one vote, one rip-off.  

Consultation is much spoken about in this Chamber.  It is a matter that the Government spoke much of during 
the election, and with a lot of justification.  Very little consultation took place under the previous Government.  
In late May, the Government was taken to task over the lack of consultation about the sale and end use of the 
Scarborough Senior High School site.  If my memory serves me correctly, that was in late May, when we new 
members of this House started this somewhat terrifying experience.  I have received several telephone calls that 
eventually resulted in the formation of a group of concerned residents, many of whom claimed that they had 
voted Labor on 10 February because of the promises made by several Labor members of Parliament, including 
the Premier and a candidate who was subsequently elected.  These people now feel totally cheated over the 
whole episode.  Politicians and political parties need to raise their image out in the wider community.  Hiding 
behind the fine print, and using doublespeak, are prime reasons for the public’s low esteem for those of us in 
public office.  
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Another issue that gives me great concern, and one into which I have put a great deal of time since coming into 
this House on 22 May, is that of aged care homes.  It is not good enough that the federal Government hides 
behind the smokescreen that aged care is a state responsibility, and it is certainly not good enough that the State 
Government hides behind the same smokescreen and blames the federal Government.  I suggest that there are 
Western Australians in dire circumstances, and that is primarily the responsibility of our State Government to 
rectify.  A large international company is involved in Western Australian aged care homes.  Its brochure states 
that in Western Australia, the Moran Health Care Group (WA) has control of 114 beds in seven nursing homes.  
It also has four assisted-living apartments and low facilities with 175 beds, self-care units with 68 beds, as well 
as three current development projects with 88 beds, including the Bunbury Forrest Lodge, which has 48 beds. 

In its brochure, Moran claims quality care throughout its high-care facilities, formerly called nursing homes, 
which deliver 24-hour nursing and personal care.  Its brochure declares that its focus is on residents and their 
health; that social and support needs are comprehensively identified and assessed on an ongoing basis in 
consultation with family members and general practitioners; and that experienced nursing staff reinforce this 
care with clinical expertise, administering medication, wound care, pain management, palliative care and many 
other services.  Moran states that additional services are available, augmenting the excellent nursing and personal 
services that are standard throughout its facilities.  If this is the case, how can the Moran Health Care Group 
explain why the brand-new facility of Forrest Gardens remains unoccupied and without staff?  Moran’s brochure 
continues by stating that its experience in Australia demonstrates that it has the skill, knowledge and financial 
resources to offer high quality care.  If the financial backing is available, why are trained staff not anxious to 
take up positions in Forrest Gardens? 

Hon Sue Ellery:  Because they will not be paid the same amount of money. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Exactly.  I thank the member, and I intend to speak at some length on that.  Quality care 
comes at a price.  Decent wages will ensure that facilities have quality staff who take a deep interest in their 
patients.  This is not news to the Moran Health Care Group, as its employment relations division believes that all 
staff, irrespective of their position, play a vital role in the provision of services.  I do not know whether I should 
bore members by continuing with this.  Is this reflected in local issues in Bunbury?  I think not.  There are 
development projects in Geraldton, which expects a 10-bed facility, and I believe that Moran operates in 
Kalgoorlie.  Heaven help the people of Kalgoorlie. 

Hon John Fischer:  They are in the process of trying to close it down in Kalgoorlie. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  No wonder, from what I have witnessed.  Harvey expects a 30-bed facility.  Will it be 
staffed or remain vacant as the multinational pays exorbitant returns to shareholders and administrators, who 
travel in style on its specialised aircraft that are utilised throughout Australia, the Pacific and the South East 
Asian region?  Some of those financial resources could extend to the nursing staff who care for the patients. 

Hon John Fischer:  You mean the $54 a day. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I will go into that a little further.  Moran expects its registered nurses to be paid $11 000 
per annum less than a registered nurse working in a public hospital.  That represents nearly $1 000 a month.  The 
group is a disgrace. 

Nursing carers are less qualified.  The reduction in pay for them is not $11 000, but they are already paid less 
than a checkout girl in Coles or Woolworths.  I have nothing against checkout girls in Coles or Woolworths, but 
I have a problem when I compare their work with that of carers who work in a very unpleasant environment in 
which many of their patients suffer from dementia.  Members who know anything about dementia patients will 
realise that, apart from not knowing what day of the week it is, a percentage of them do not have a clue what 
they are doing.  They bite, scratch and throw faeces at the staff.  Of course it is not their fault because they do not 
know what they are doing, but the staff are expected to handle that sort of situation.   

I will try to bring a little bit of humour into this but it is not a funny subject.  If the checkout girl in Coles or 
Woolworths were expected to handle faeces, they would be nicely wrapped and packaged in such a way that the 
checkout girl would not have to touch them.  This is not the case with the carers who have faeces thrown in their 
faces and rubbed in their hair.  Governments of both persuasions are not doing their duty.  They are expecting 
those carers to work for less per hour than unqualified checkout girls in Coles and Woolworths.  In addition, it is 
now a requirement of the federal Government that carers undergo accreditation courses, which of course they 
must do in their own time. 

The age of people working in aged care homes is very disturbing.  Understandably with those sorts of terrible 
working conditions and pathetic pay, no young people are getting involved in the industry.  They tell me - from 
what I have seen I have no reason to doubt it - that most of the workers in aged care homes are between the ages 
of 45 and 60 years.  Recently the federal minister responsible for aged care homes visited Bunbury.  When she 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 8 August 2001] 

 p2170a-2175a 
Hon Paddy Embry 

 [6] 

was alerted to the situation of the workers, her remark was, “Better keep them working until they are 70.”  If that 
is an example of the attitude of a senior minister of our federal Government, I have great difficulty with the 
Liberals sitting in this House wanting to be a party to it.  Her remark was terrible.  It is a proposition which in the 
course of time - to try to be a little humorous again - will leave us in great difficulty when differentiating 
between the carers and the patients.  The minister is part of a Government that spends nearly twice as much on 
illegal immigrants as it does on Australians in aged care.  My God!  Surely it is part of the responsibility of the 
Western Australian Government to do something about this terrible mess; but it will not.  That is of grave 
concern.  I suggest that a number of us in this Chamber - although not many on the other side - have reason for 
grave concern, because the little hair that some of us have turned grey quite some time ago.  This section of our 
population is increasing.  I am told that by 2012, 22 per cent of Australia’s population will be in the aged care 
bracket.  A number of government agencies, such as education, police and our armed services, are not expected 
to run at a profit.  I believe aged care should be treated similarly.  It is nonsense to think that every business and 
activity in our country must run at a profit.  The Moran group calls itself Moran Health Care (Australia) Pty Ltd, 
but we all know that, with its aged care homes in Britain and other countries, it is a multinational that pays little 
or no tax on its Australian revenue.  It is an absolute disgrace and yet another example why privatisation is an 
absolute disaster for ordinary Australians.  

I have come to the end of what I have to say tonight.  One or two members who were not here before the meal 
break have since entered the Chamber.  I ask them, if they have the time - there is a week soon when they 
might - to read through the Hansard to see what I have said.  

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  Maybe you should recap. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Bruce Donaldson will come to order.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Thank you, Mr President.  I appreciate your coming to the aid of a new and 
inexperienced member.  I hope you continue to do so as the years progress. 

I do not believe it is necessary to recap.  I have every confidence that members of this Chamber will read 
Hansard, reflect on what has been said and perhaps think about how they would feel if it were their close 
relatives suffering from that lack of attention and care.  These people primarily need tender loving care.  
Unfortunately, with the terrible avalanche and morass of paperwork that we all seem to have in our lives today, 
nurses do not have the time to provide patient care.  A nurse in Bunbury got into all sorts of trouble because she 
had to decide whether she would give a little bit of care and attention to a patient who had not had her hair 
brushed for two days and whose nails needed attention or whether she would attend to that ridiculous paper 
warfare nonsense.  She gave her attention to the patient, and all hell broke loose among the paper shufflers.  This 
Government would do well to try to reduce the amount of red tape across a spectrum of activity in this State. 

I have a friend who about 10 or 12 years ago was a senior consultant at Fremantle Hospital.  He was the first 
specialist hand surgeon in this country.  He enjoyed teaching and the other activities of consultants.  He told me 
that the prime reason he resigned from Fremantle Hospital was all the paperwork and associated nonsense.  
Orthopaedic surgeons from all over the world would come with X-rays to get his advice.  He would do his 
rounds early in the morning.  On a number of occasions, the two registered nurses in charge of the ward would 
tell the senior consultant that they were far too busy with paperwork to go with him as he did his rounds with the 
patients.  He was forced to leave instructions for the treatment of the patients with the patients themselves.  He 
felt he could no longer continue with that nonsense. 

This paperwork is getting everyone, including my own wife in her teaching career.  She teaches a multigrade 
class in a small country school.  There are four grades in the one classroom, and the instructions are that each 
child within each age group must be taught to his or her level of ability within the year.  We have in the Chamber 
an ex-vice-principal of a senior high school.  I am sure he could confirm what I am saying.  My wife was 
expected to write a report on every child every 20 minutes.  If she had done that, she would not have had a single 
minute to teach the little darlings.  Paperwork is dragging this country down.  Marvellous things would happen if 
the Government got rid of most of the paperwork.  I suppose I have had more to do with the Department of 
Education than others.  It is unbelievable.  Promotion by merit has a wonderful ring to it, but members know 
what it means.  It is hard to find the words that would describe it politely.  Promotion by merit equates to how 
well one gets on with the boss.  I have witnessed the silver city, as the head office is called.  Those teachers who 
are terrified of the battlefield of the classroom retreat into silver city.  They do anything to avoid going back to 
the classroom.  They occupy themselves with a mountain of paperwork and expect other teachers to get involved 
in it.  I suppose if they produce enough paperwork, they can justify their jobs and so on. 

I know people who worked at silver city for a long time.  I do not know if I have to be careful - it is not my 
nature to be careful.  I knew a man in a senior position in the Department of Education office at Albany.  He sat 
on the board that looked at people’s promotions and the allocation of jobs.  He charged people to write their 
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curricula vitae and applications.  What a wonderful system.  It would be great if the Government did something 
to stop the system of jobs for the boys and what I call dishonest activities.  He offered to write one for my wife.  
I am pleased to report she did not accept the offer. 

I believe I have occupied sufficient time this evening, and I thank everyone for their attention.  I remind 
members that if this Government wishes to continue in office after the next election, it would do well to address 
the problems of the voters.  If it does that, it will undoubtedly be re-elected.  However, I have seen little over the 
past six months that gives me the confidence to think that the Government is doing that.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson.  
 


